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Agenda for Change (AfC) 2023 agreement - non pay elements The group overseeing the 

implementation of the non-pay elements of the 2023 AfC agreement met today. While we still await the 

formal, detailed guidance from Scottish Government, there are some key updates to share, regarding a 

reduction in the working week of 30 minutes, to 37 hours for full time staff (pro-rata for part time staff):  

  

• Regular Rostering/SSTS/eESS users will see changes in these systems from 1 April 2024. This is 

to ensure we keep proper records of time worked. There will be more information provided directly 

to those users.  

• While teams are encouraged to discuss how the change to the working week might work for them, 

at this point in time you must not make any changes to your rota/normal working practices.  

  

As a reminder, this agreement, which has staff wellbeing at its heart, also includes developing a 

consistent approach to protected learning time, and a defined process for the review of Band 5 nursing 

posts.  

  

We know the lack of detail and national guidance regarding these changes is frustrating for all of you 

working under Agenda for Change. We will continue to provide as much information as we can, via this 

brief. 

 

ARI parmacy – annual stocktake The main store pharmacy stocktake will get underway this Friday (22 

March) at 3pm and continue through Saturday. As a result, the main store will be closed, and the 

following contingency measures should be taken: 

 

• All controlled drug orders should be sent in routine pharmacy drug boxes during Thursday and 

Friday. 

• Do not email any orders on Saturday. 

• For emergency orders only on Saturday morning call Ext 53227. After 1pm on Saturday the 

normal on-call arrangements will apply. 

 

The normal emergency service will resume on Sunday 24 March, with a full service as usual from 

Monday 25 March. 

 

Scottish Bowel Screening Programme  On behalf of our colleagues working on this programme, if you 

or anyone you know is returning a screening kit, please ensure you label and date it, before posting. 

The team are unable to test any kits received without labels. 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19 March 2024 
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The Listening Project/Nursing & Midwifery Taskforce The Listening Project has been created to hear 

directly from the nursing, midwifery, and associated workforce across Scotland, to help shape the 

recommended actions proposed by the Nursing and Midwifery Taskforce (NMT). In-person focus groups 

have taken place in every board area; as a final opportunity to give feedback, virtual focus groups will be 

held on MS Teams on Tuesday 26 & Wednesday 27 March to hear from nursing and midwifery staff 

about what they enjoy about their work, the main challenges they face and suggested areas for 

improvement. The sessions will not be recorded but quotes may be shared with the Taskforce. To 

protect privacy, data will be treated confidentially and identifiable information such as names will be 

removed when typing up notes from the sessions. If you would like to attend one of these sessions, 

please click the link below to join the session, there is no need to sign up in advance: 

 

Tuesday 26 March Teams link 

9-10am Click here to join the meeting 

  

11am-12pm Click here to join the meeting 

  

3-4pm Click here to join the meeting 

  

Wednesday 27 March Teams link 

10-11am Click here to join the meeting 

  

12-1pm Click here to join the meeting 

  

4-5pm Click here to join the meeting 

  

 

If you are unable to attend the virtual sessions, this form is available to collect written feedback: The 

Listening Project (office.com) 

 

Graduate Apprenticeship programme – closing date this Friday This programme offers appropriate 

staff the opportunity to apply to complete an undergraduate degree at RGU while continuing to work in 

their current NHS role. More information, along with the application form, is available on the intranet here 

(networked devices only). Your application must have your line manager’s support and you need to 

identify an appropriately qualified mentor who is not part of your line management structure. 

Applications close at 4.30pm this Friday.  

 

Tune of the day Our tune today is requested by Claire McCulloch (a HCSW in the community 

physiotherapy team in Inverurie) and is dedicated to Band 6 physio Rachel Farnham. Rachel finishes 

her rotation with the team next week and Claire says she’ll be a big miss. She’s requested Sham Rock 

and Tell Me Ma (EP) 
 

If you want to request a tune, follow up on items included in this brief, or suggest an item for sharing, 

drop us an email via gram.communications@nhs.scot  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MmQxYmY5NWEtOTRhNS00NmE1LWI2NDUtNGVjMmRiYTFhOTVi%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e77b2b93-060a-4bd7-bee1-c4d442dc0e75%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pettis2%40nhs.scot%7C59fd0e386e184f07ae7208dc437e8a69%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638459457957238182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NtySwzIjb6nXF7VBUE9kGyUDH4D8Ea3J%2BTcBmNhw%2Fgw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YjJhZjk1MGEtYjU4YS00YTY1LTg3ZWEtNzcxODIzOGUzYTdm%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e77b2b93-060a-4bd7-bee1-c4d442dc0e75%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pettis2%40nhs.scot%7C59fd0e386e184f07ae7208dc437e8a69%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638459457957247859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aGB36UQ4iwq9%2F8uXcKf6opg02kc1PXrWpLxsT70dncc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YzRkN2MyNzYtOWMzMi00OTQ5LWFiYzQtOWZlNWRjNDUxMGQx%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e77b2b93-060a-4bd7-bee1-c4d442dc0e75%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pettis2%40nhs.scot%7C59fd0e386e184f07ae7208dc437e8a69%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638459457957256725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HzF%2FZaB9eVYCFzZgHkJJhVXz4CTMzYxm3PAr0tpgKpk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YzRmZjMxZjktMjllYy00OGM1LTliNGQtNzFlNDdmNDgwYWIz%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e77b2b93-060a-4bd7-bee1-c4d442dc0e75%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pettis2%40nhs.scot%7C59fd0e386e184f07ae7208dc437e8a69%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638459457957264840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ez%2BIT11mC64dMp9mr7OxbdIQsEdL2n3oBbzT6ldoVSw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MDg1OGE1YWEtMzMxNC00NTNlLWExODktMzVmZDcxZjk2M2Iy%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e77b2b93-060a-4bd7-bee1-c4d442dc0e75%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pettis2%40nhs.scot%7C59fd0e386e184f07ae7208dc437e8a69%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638459457957272657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xOxzcT9E78%2B97x2GqM6OFvwq1S3K9Sq0gEYf5shoxf4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MDkyNjEzYjgtMDE2Ny00MGRjLWIwODMtODY4OTM1YzhhYzZi%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522e77b2b93-060a-4bd7-bee1-c4d442dc0e75%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pettis2%40nhs.scot%7C59fd0e386e184f07ae7208dc437e8a69%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638459457957280442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y2fyyZfwcw%2FLm0Y5jvD7h7PRX4Y%2FjOW1qWQtJO0Kplo%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=R3T3DoMQ7E24nyfHZQdoQP-meRi0kjlDnKX8AMZVDdlUOTgzNFExSTgzWENQQkNETjZFWTVETk1QQi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=R3T3DoMQ7E24nyfHZQdoQP-meRi0kjlDnKX8AMZVDdlUOTgzNFExSTgzWENQQkNETjZFWTVETk1QQi4u
https://nhsgintranet.grampian.scot.nhs.uk/apps/news/Lists/Corporate%20News/DispForm.aspx?ID=10482
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWDnnjh1Cj4
mailto:gram.communications@nhs.scot

